
NARROW GAUGE IMLEC 2011 

This was held at the track of North Staffs Model Engineering Society Ltd on behalf of the Northern 

Association of Model Engineers. 

North Staffs MES are celebrating their 75th year and so were pleased to be given the opportunity to hold 

this event this year.  It took place on the weekend of 4th/5th June and fortunately the weather held fair for 

the whole of the event.  

We began proceedings at 11.30am on the Saturday 

morning. Mike Barnet of North Staffs with his 

ŦǊŜŜƭŀƴŎŜ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ά½ŜōŜŘŜŜέ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǳǇΦ 

Although we had tested the track during the 

previous weeks for running in reverse to our 

normal operation, it saves embarrassment if things 

went wrong with one of our own.  

 

Bƛƭƭ ¢ŀōƛƴŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ bƛƎŜƭ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ о½έ ƎŀǳƎŜ 

/ƻƴǿŀȅ ά.Ŝǘǘȅέ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ 

creditable performance from such a small 

locomotive 

 

 

 

 

5ŀǾŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¦ǊƳǎǘƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ рέ ƎŀǳƎŜ 

Beyer Peacock 0-6-2 άbƻ млέ ōŜƎŀƴ Ƙƛǎ Ǌǳƴ ŀǘ 

about 1.00pm and loaded his loco with about Ѻ of a 

ton but even though the trucks are pushed up on 

their couplings for an easier start the slow incline 

for the first 100ft of track proved to be too much 

and six loaded trucks were removed 

 

Marcus Peel from Southport and Wigan started his 

run in the early afternoon with his 3½έ ƎŀǳƎŜ /ƻƴǿŀȅΣ 

ƴŀƳŜŘ ά/ƻƴǿŀȅέ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŀǾŜ 

ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ŦƻǊ έ.Ŝǎǘ  о½έ ƎŀǳƎŜ 

Locomotive and driver.   



Keith Tilbury from Urmston was up next with his rebuilt 

Polly, a 0-6-0 Loco with side tanks and a tender. It has 

no super heaters but Keith has fitted a steel arch in the 

firebox. 

 

 

 

 

wƻȅ Iƻƭǘ ŦǊƻƳ wƻŎƘŘŀƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ рέ ƎŀǳƎŜ {ǿŜŜǘ tŜŀ ά²ŀǎǇέ 

unfortunately did not have a sting in its tail as Roy found it difficult to 

complete a run to the allotted time finishing just after the minimum 

25 minutes time allocation. 

 

 

 

Marcus Peel came on again, and this time it was with 

Ƙƛǎ рέƎŀǳƎŜ tƻƭƭȅ о άDǿŜƴŘƻƭƛƴŜέ ! ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ 

out in beautiful condition, but with heavily set steam 

lubrication and gritty coal after 30 minutes looked like 

it had been working all week. Nevertheless it proved to 

be a very successful run gaining an efficiency of over 

1.2%, sufficient to gain 1st place overall. 

 

The final run on the Saturday was from Tim Jenkins with his 3½έ ƎŀǳƎŜ 

Conway. 

 

The Sunday morning 

began at 10.30am with 

Tim again and the 

Southport club 

[ƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜΣ ŀ рέƎŀǳƎŜ 

Metre Maid 

ά{ƻǳǘƘǇƻǊǘέΦ ²ƛǘƘ ƴƻ ƛƴƧŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ ŀƴ ŀȄƭŜ ǇǳƳǇ 

available Tim produced a very good run with this loco 



 

Second up on the Sunday morning was Nigel Thompson 

of Erewash with his 3½έ ƎŀǳƎŜ /ƻƴǿŀȅ ά.Ŝǘǘȅέ ǎŜŜƴ 

the previous day driven by Bill Tabiner. Nigel produced 

a better performance form this tidy little locomotive, 

bringing into the competition the fun element giving 

everyone 30minutes of enjoyable entertainment. 

 

!ƭŀƴ wŜƛŘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ŀǘ ƴƻƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ рέƎŀǳƎŜ ά{ǿŜŜǘ tŜŀέΦ !ƭŀƴ ƛǎ well 

known to NAME delegates for his role on the management 

committee. He got the most out of his loco with a very creditable 

efficiency just under the 1% mark and thus gained 2nd place 

overall. 

 

 

 

 

Frances Mayall  from Bracknell with her 3½έ ƎŀǳƎŜ 

/ƻƴǿŀȅ ά/ƻƴƴƛŜέ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŀōƭŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

end of which produced champagne to celebrate her 

completion of this trial 

 

 

We then squeeȊŜŘ WƻƘƴ IŀƴŎƻȄ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘƻƴŜƘŜŀǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ рέƎŀǳƎŜ aŜǘǊŜ 

aŀƛŘ άaŀōŜƭ 9ƭƭŜƴέ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ŀǘ an 

efficiency trial and although he was not placed he produced a very 

creditable performance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The final run was down tƻ aƛƪŜ .ŀǊƴŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǊǘƘ {ǘŀŦŦǎ ǿƛǘƘ wƻƴ tŀƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ рέ ƎŀǳƎŜ CǊŜŜƭŀƴŎŜ н-4-н ά 

WŜǎǎέ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ǳƴǳǎǳŀƭ ƭƻŎƻƳƻǘƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ !ǘƛƪƛƴǎƻƴ  ǳƴƛŦƭƻǿ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜŀǊŜŘ ŘǊƛǾŜΦ aƛƪŜ Ǌŀƴ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ 

the limit of speed and time putting in a winning performance for a past winner at 1.7%. 

 

 

 

 

 

The following awards were therefore made and it was our pleasure to have Frank Cooper, Chairman of 

the Northern Association of Model Engineers, to present the prizes  

Overall Winner of Narrow Gauge IMLEC 

1st Trophy + £60 + 1 year subscription to Engineering in Miniature   Marcus Peel 

2nd £40 + 1 year subscription to Engineering in Miniature   Alan Reid 
3rd £20 + 1 year subscription to Engineering in Miniature   David Roberts 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Past Winners and International Narrow Gauge Locomotives 

1st Trophy + £60 + 1 year subscription to Engineering in Miniature  Mike Barnet/ Ron Painter 
2nd £40+ 1 year subscription to Engineering in Miniature    Keith Tilbury 

3rd £20 Not awarded 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Best 3 ½ Gauge, Narrow Gauge Locomotive 
Trophy          Marcus Peel 

 
 

Frank Cooper, NAME, Rodger Taylor, NSMES, with Winners Marcus Peel and Mike Barnet 
 

 

Photographs courtesy of Alistair Cole and James Moore 

 

 

 



Order Name Society Loco Gauge 
Distance 
Travelled 

Coal 
used 

Work 
Done 
ft/lbs 

Average 
drawbar 
Pull   HP 

Overall 
thermal 

Efficiency Position 

1 M Barnett 
North 
Staffs Zebedee 5" 9600ft 2.25lb 216710 0.2174 0.8095 

 2 B Tabiner Wrexham Betty 3½" 7200ft 1.53lb 105230 0.1012 0.5799 
 3 D Roberts Urmston No 10 5" 12000ft 3.55lb 382620 0.3681 0.9059 3rd 

4 M Peel Southport Conway 3½" 10400ft 1.64lb 149840 0.1579 0.7674 Winner 

5 K Tilbury Urmston Polly 5" 11200ft 1.88lb 222030 0.2206 0.9926 2nd Past 

6 R Holt Rochdale Wasp 5" 6400ft 2.68lb 140960 0.1458 0.4421 
 7 M Peel Southport Gwendoline 5" 12000ft 1.55lb 239190 0.2376 1.2971 1st  

8 T Jenkins Southport Conwy 3½" 6400ft 1.78lb 90410 0.0941 0.4269 
 9 T Jenkins Southport Southport 5" 9600ft 1.50lb 99900 0.1103 0.5598 
 10 N Thompson Erewash Betty 3½" 12000ft 1.68lb 107650 0.1042 0.5386 
 11 A Reid Fylde Sweet Pea 5" 11400ft 1.77lb 202250 0.1776 0.9626 2nd  

12 F Mayall Bracknell Connie 3½" 9600ft 2.17lb 106790 0.0925 0.4132 
 13 J Tilbury Urmston Polly 5" 8800ft 2.24lb 208200 0.2035 0.7829 
 14 J Hancox Stoneheath Mabel Ellen 5" 5600ft 1.32lb 77980 0.0945 0.4965 
 

15 M Barnett 
North 
Staffs jess 5" 12800ft 1.08lb 219360 1.8992 1.7099 1st Past 

           

           

           



 

 


